Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.030 Å; R factor = 0.062; wR factor = 0.148; data-to-parameter ratio = 21.3. 
The title compound, [Hg 5 Br 10 (C 7 H 8 N 2 O) 2 ] n , contains two 3 -bridging Br atoms, six 2 -bridging Br atoms and two terminal Br atoms. One Hg II atom, lying on an inversion center, adopts a distorted octahedral geometry defined by six Br atoms. Two Hg II atoms adopt a distorted square-pyramidal geometry by five Br atoms and the other two Hg II atoms have a distorted tetrahedral geometry by two N atoms from a chelating Omethyl pyridine-2-carboximidate ligand and two Br atoms. The Br atoms link the Hg II atoms into a ribbon structure along [100] .
Related literature
For metal complexes with O-alkyl pyridine-2-carboximidate, see: Barnard (1969) ; Du et al. (2005 Du et al. ( , 2006 ; Jamnicky et al. (1995) ; Seglá & Jamnicky (1988) ; Suzuki et al. (1974) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Hg 5 Br 10 (C 7 H 8 N 2 O) 2 ] M r = 2074.26 Triclinic, P1 a = 7.6768 (7) Å b = 10.7223 (10) Å c = 11.0663 (10) Å = 92.067 (7) = 102.850 (7) = 101.879 (7) Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2007 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 (Farrugia, 2012) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97. As has previously been observed, the reaction of 2-cyanopyridine (2-cnpy) with water or an alcohol in the presence of some metal(II) salts leads to the formation of complexes which contain O-alkylpyridine-2-carboximidate (Barnard, 1969; Seglá & Jamnicky, 1988; Suzuki et al., 1974) . The reaction of 2-cnpy and Cu II (Du et al., 2005) , Cd II (Du et al., 2006) and Ni II (Jamnicky et al., 1995) in methanol leads to the formation of a chelate ligand, O-methylpyridine-2-carboximidate.
Here, we report the synthesis and structure of the title compound.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound ( Fig. 1 
For the preparation of the title compound, a solution of 2-cyanopyridine (0.47 g, 4.42 mmol) in methanol (10 ml) was added to a solution of HgBr 2 (0.82 g, 2.21 mmol) in methanol (10 ml) and the resulting yellow solution was stirred for 20 min at room temperature. This solution was left to evaporate slowly at room temperature. After one week, yellow prismatic crystals of the title compound were isolated (yield: 0.75 g, 83.4%).
Refinement
All H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined as riding atoms, with C-H = 0.93 (aromatic), 0.96 (CH 3 ) and N -H = 0.86 Å and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C, N). The highest residual electron density was found 1.09 Å from Hg3 the deepest hole 1.05 Å from Hg3.
Computing details
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2007 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT (Bruker, 2007);  program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 (Farrugia, 2012) ; software used to prepare material for publication:
SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008 
Figure 1
The asymmetric unit of the title compound. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (

